
Jill Riley’s Missionary Update September 2019 

Dear Prayer Partners, 

The past few months have been crazy!  

So much going on, so many decisions to make... everything is changing! 

I'm wrapping up my time in Colombia, and finishing my last few months with Avancemos.                   

After seven years, thinking that these are my last few months is bittersweet. 

My fiancé, Papo, has just started working as the assistant pastor at Iglesia Refugio,                                   

the church plant in a village right outside of Lima. Please be praying for this little church! 

Papo and I have also been working on wedding plans and deciding on a place to live after we get 

married. 

It's overwhelming, but oh, so good! So much has happened since my last update: 

After getting back from Uraba, I spent a couple months in Bogota, and was able to move out of my 

apartment due to the overwhelming kindness of some friends. Since I planned to be traveling most of 

the year, I knew I would only need a place to store a few boxes and to stay when I was in town. A dear 

family from my Bogota church told me "Nuestra casa es su casa", meaning "Our house is your house"... 

and meant it!  

They have been such a blessing to me all these years in Colombia, and now, after spending a few months 

off and on living with them, they have definitely become family. Their son, Juan Pablo, spent a few 

months with my family in Minnesota last year. Some of you probably got to meet him.  

Since moving out of my apartment, I've been able to donate smaller items I no longer need, and sell a 

number of my bigger appliances and furniture. Papo and I have used those funds to purchase some 

things that we will need in Peru. A missionary family is leaving Peru and selling all of their things for 

really low prices, so I was able to replace a few of the exact items I had  sold in Colombia, that we still 

needed in Lima, for almost the same price I had received for them. That was such an answer to prayer! 

We were also given a beautiful oven/stove from them as an early wedding gift. I'm excited about that, 

because I love to cook and Papo loves to eat ;)   

I was able to spend a month in Peru in July-August, and it was a huge blessing. I had the blessing of 

helping Papo with the music and the children's program at Iglesia Refugio twice a week while I was 

there. I got to know the church family pretty well. It was hard to leave! Papo says that the kids are still 

asking when I'm coming back, and I'm so glad that I will be. God has given me such a heart for these 

people and this community.  

Papo and I have committed to five years of ministry with the church, starting in January. This is the only 

Christian church in the area, and they have had a lot of changes lately. The North American missionary 

turned the church over to national leadership, who have a new vision and program, and they moved 



into a new church building that will need a lot of work. Please pray for this sweet congregation! And 

pray for Papo and I as we step into our roles of church leadership.  

Also pray for Pastor Agustin, the new head pastor, as his work contract at his weekday job will be ending 

in October and he isn't sure he will be able to stay with the church. God has a perfect plan for this, and 

I'm excited to see what He will do!  

While I was in Peru, Papo and I were able to look at a few houses for rent near the church. Please pray 

for us and this decision. We would love a place that has space for Bible studies and visitors, and 

hopefully kids at some point, if it's God's will, since we plan to be there for five years at least :) Safety 

and security, privacy, and a landlord that we can trust are important things we are praying for. But we 

also want a place that will be a blessing to others. Please pray for God to provide, and for peace with 

this big decision!  

My mom was able to join us for a week in July while I was there, which was wonderful! She finally got to 

meet Papo and his family in person, and she was able to visit the church. She even looked at a possible 

rental house with us. It was a stressful week, since it was Papo's last week of teaching school before 

semester break. We did a lot of running around, filing the official marriage license paperwork that she 

had delivered from the States, doing wedding planning, as well as attending family, school and church 

events. (The wedding paperwork was a much bigger job than we expected, and I’m glad we got it done! 

It will make everything go a lot more smoothly in January.) We also got to spend time with some good 

family friends who were visiting Lima at the time! We really enjoyed having my mom there, and getting 

to show her around Lima.  

During the time that I was in Lima, I got to know a few of the markets and grocery prices, and a little 

more about what the Peruvian Sol is worth (the Sol is the currency of Peru; Colombia uses Pesos). Since 

I'm going to be married to a Peruvian, and be the missionary pastor's wife at church, knowing what 

normal prices are, and how to get a good deal at the market is important. I still have a lot to learn.  

I'm now in Cordoba, Colombia, working my final two months with Avancemos in the rural churches. 

Please pray for my time here! Last year, we were working with a group of churches who had a 

coordinating pastor who helped make all the connections. This year there is a lot less communication, 

and it's been a struggle to get the conferences set up. I was pretty much at a point of despair when the 

Lord sent a local pastor to help. This man doesn’t plan things for the churches, but he has taken on the 

role of being a counselor and pastor-of-pastors in the area, in order to connect the different pastors, 

counsel the ones who are struggling, and give each church an umbrella of accountability. I shared with 

him what I am doing here, and he loved the idea! He invited me to lead a conference in his church as 

soon as possible.  But, what I'm super excited for, is that he invited me to a prayer and fasting pastor's 

meeting, which all of the pastors in the area will be coming to. He asked me to speak in the meeting, 

share what I'm doing, and invite all of the churches to participate! This is also the week before the 

second Avancemos workshop that the Avancemos team will fly in to teach. Since it's only the second 

workshop (out of a total of four workshops), new churches are still invited to participate. So I can invite 

all of these churches to participate in the Avancemos Children's Ministry Training Workshops, as well as 



get to meet the pastors and present my class to them! This next week I have my schedule almost full, 

and now I have a chance to not only talk with the pastors I've been calling in person, but also a lot of 

other pastors as well! This is more than an answer to prayer!!!   

I will only be here in Cordoba until November 8th, and then my time with Avancemos will be over for 

now. On November 8th, I'll be heading back to Uraba, about five hours from here, where one of the 

churches is custom making my wedding dress... as a gift! That's a God-story for another day <3 (I 

thought I would be getting one from a thrift store!) On November 28th, I will be heading back to Bogota 

for two short weeks, to say goodbye and pack the few things that remain. Most of my boxes are already 

packed. I just have two weeks worth of cool weather clothes to use when I get back to cold Bogota, and 

my small duffle bag of hot-country clothes that I'm using here in the tropical north. Around December 

15th I will be officially moving to Peru (!!!) via a three-day bus trip from Bogota, Colombia, through 

Ecuador, to Lima, Peru. Please keep me in your prayers. 

So, life is crazy right now, and everything is changing. I'm getting ready to say goodbye to the country 

where I’ve lived for the last seven years, and all the people and ministries that have become so precious 

to me here. God has taught me so much in these past seven years. Even though some of it has been 

really hard, I wouldn't trade any of it. And now, getting to go to Peru, the country that has been in my 

heart even before Colombia, and serve God in a ministry there with my best friend and soon to be 

husband, is too wonderful to put into words! It's hard, crazy, and very bittersweet, but God is in control, 

and we're excited for this new adventure.  

Please keep us in your prayers!!! Your prayers and support mean so much to us. We can't do this alone!  

Honestly, THANK YOU! Keep your eyes up my friends! God bless you! 

Jill 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


