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After the genocide in Rwanda 

 

Kassel, Germany - 31 years ago today, the genocide began in Rwanda, which claimed the lives of up to one 

million people in less than 100 days. The International Day of Reflection will be held on 7 April to 

commemorate this event. Denise Uwimana-Reinhardt, herself a survivor, works with the association Iriba 

Shalom International, which was founded in Kassel, to support survivors and has written two books about 

life stories. 

Mrs Uwimana-Reinhardt, how do you commemorate the day of remembrance of the genocide in 

Rwanda? 

7 April marks the beginning of the 100 days in which more than one million Tutsi were murdered. Survivors 

are comforted and strengthened during the period of remembrance. We used to have a lot of hatred and 

thoughts of revenge during the remembrance period. But when I cry today, I don't fall into hopelessness I am 

strong to support others. 

What have you been able to achieve with your organisation over the last ten 

years? 

Our organisation is a holistic service of healing that strengthens reconciliation through 

trauma-counselling, sponsorships, tailoring and computer courses, microcredits, livestock 

farming and widows' homes provide hope. 16 widows in the retirement home are to spend 

their twilight years in dignity. They had to witness how their husbands were burnt alive 

and how the heads of their little boys were chopped off in front of their eyes. Today they 

can dance and sing again. 

How do you feel 31 years after the genocide? 

After the genocide, I felt without hope. Because I am a Christian, my faith in God sustained me. So I was 

able to forgive the perpetrators. My job is to help people come out of the darkness into the light. 
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