MY TESTIMONY and the work of SHALOM MINISTRIES

First of all I greet you in Jesus name!

My name is Drocella Nduwimana, a Rwandan survivor and widow of the genocide committed against the
Tutsi in Rwanda in 1994. I am the founder and Executive Director of Shalom Ministries Rwanda, founded after
the genocide to restore the hope of living in peace to the brokenhearted survivor’s widows.

I was born in Gisagara, southern Rwanda, while my father was in jail accused being an” inyenzi”, or cockroach,
and an enemy of the country falsely. After my birth, my mom told me that the authorities ordered to kill me
while my father was in prison and beaten. My native country did not welcome me. I thank the Lord that I am
still alive despite this negative attitude toward me from childhood. They drove my father away from his job,
destroyed our beautiful home, and stole everything inside. My mother and siblings were forced to leave our
village and live in the forest far away. There, mosquitoes and other insects bit them. Meanwhile, my father
remained imprisoned.

I grew up in poor conditions with sorrow. After completing my primary school, I could not continue on to
secondary school due to political discrimination that barred Tutsis. My father decided to send me to the
neighboring country of Burundi, where I graduated from high school in education.

When I came back in my country, I was not authorized to work in my native country; I returned in Burundi to
follow a teaching career. In 1989 , by the grace of God, I found a job and began working in Rwanda .

I married Daniel in 1993. We were born again and we hoped to become role models to other couples. We lived
in Kigali.

After 8 months of our marriage, the genocide began on April 7, 1994. The next day, a woman Hutu
neighbor who was a friend of our family, agreed to hide me in her home, but she refused to hide my husband.
He was killed on April 10, in our home, while I was hiding with our neighbor but she refused to hide my
husband I remember with sorrow that after he was killed, that woman brought his wedding ring to my hiding
place covered with blood. I was in shock but I had no right to cry or show my pain. As a young widow without
children, I could not see what the future held.

After five days of genocide, on April 12, that woman who hide me told me I needed to leave her home. She
was worried that she would lose her life if the killers found me there. She did not want to take that risk for her
family. She found me a place in a car that was evacuating military wives from Kigali. In this way, I arrived in
my native village where my siblings and my mother lived. (My father had passed away two years ago)

The genocide had not begun yet in that region, and I believed I had run-away from death. Later, however, the
killing spread to our area and I had to escape again. However, God must have had a plan to keep me alive,
because I succeeded in escaping into Burundi with my mother and three sisters. We did not know where to go,
but God went with us and we reached Burundi safely and stayed there until the end of the genocide. Less than
one hundred days later, the killers were defeated by RPF Inkotanyi leaded by His Excellence Paul Kagame, 1
praise God for that miracle! We were able to return to our country.

Arrived in my country, I discovered that my brother, with his wife and son, my eldest sister, with her
husband and five children, and many other relatives had been murdered and the family of my husband. None
of my family who stayed in Rwanda survived. All of our houses were destroyed and our furniture and
possessions looted. Our cows had been slaughtered. There was nothing left for us to start over with.

We did not have time to mourn for our loved ones. I had to get to work. There I met other survivors, most of
them widows. During the break time, we met together to tell our stories to one another, to cry and shout, and
to insult the killers of our family members. Each survivor was trying to cope with her trauma in her own way.
Some widows had begun taking sleeping pills, while others used alcohol or drugs. Some turned to immoral
relationships, and some isolated themselves. I constantly asked myself how I could restart my life alone. In
depression, I blamed God and asked him why I was still alive. We were much traumatized.



Then one day, I read 1 Timothy 5:5-6,

“She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and continues in supplications and
prayers night and day, but she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives.”

I decided to turn away from anger and anguish, and started fasting and praying to ask God for inner peace. |
asked what I could do to help other widows, and felt led to approach them to suggest that we should start
praying together. At our first meeting, I shared the passage from Timothy. They were deeply touched. After
some time, we received another message from God in Judges 6:24,

“But the Lord said to him, ‘Peace be to you. Do not fear, you shall not die.” Then Gideon built an altar
there to the Lord and called it, The Lord Is Peace.”

We called our prayer group “Jehovah Shalom,” based on the name of that altar. I felt confident that God would
heal our wounds and restore our lives as written in (Psalm 147:2, He heals the broken-hearts and bandages
their wounds) that is how, in November 1994, Shalom Ministries began. What started as a weeping group
grew into a praying group, and then became a Ministry!

As we gradually found inner peace and healing in our broken hearts through the Word of God and prayers, we
were led to reconciliation. After experiencing this healing, I was able to forgive the people who killed my
husband and family, something I supposed was impossible but it was a long process. I praise Lord in Psalm
30:11:

You have changed my sadness into joyful dance, you have taken away my sorrow and surrounded me with
Joy.”
Even though I do not have my own biological children, I have never been alone. God has given me many

children (around 15) to care for in my home. Some of them have graduated from college and gotten married. I
am currently raising three children.

Shalom Ministries has become a charity with more than 1000 members. It was officially incorporated in
2008, but as I said, has been active since the end of the genocide. Because the murderers targeted mostly men
and boys, survivors of the genocide are predominantly women.

Our MISSION

is to support widows and orphans across Rwanda by restoring their hope of living in peace; embarking with
them on a journey of healing, forgiveness, and reconciliation; and promoting their social and economic
development.

Shalom Ministries has become a charity with more than one thousand members. It was officially incorporated
in 2008, but as I said, has been active since the end of the genocide. Because the killers targeted mostly men
and boys, survivors of the genocide are mainly women. Shalom Ministries’ mission is to support widows and
orphans across Rwanda by restoring their hope of living in peace; embarking with them on a journey of healing,
forgiveness, and reconciliation; and promoting their social and economic development.

Our VISION

is to become a worldwide instrument of God’s peace to the brokenhearted. We have



4 PROGRAMS in Shalom Ministries :

1. Evangelism

Many people have accepted the word of God and their wounds were healed
We do trainings on unity and reconciliation

In small groups meeting , they meet for praying and share stories

Etc...

2. Christian Counseling
¢ Individual and group counselling
e Training on trauma counselling
e Training on listening and different subjects based on counselling etc...

3.  Socio economic development
¢ Funding the small projects( business, tailoring project for single mothers, giving cows and goats ...)

4. Sponsorship ( Children and widows)

Today Shalom Ministries includes couples, youth, and children from different families and social classes.
Everyone who needs to find peace is welcome. How can we refuse to comfort someone if God did not refuse
to heal and comfort us?

I have been Shalom Ministries’ full-time since April, 2011. I am happy for the days added to my life, because
they have been fruitful. I have come to know Jesus more deeply than before. I am healed, have forgiven the
killers, and am able to contribute to the rebuilding of my country by helping to promote unity and
reconciliation.

I am immensely grateful to God.

CHALLENGES

« BUILDING A CENTRE
*  GUEST HOUSE as part of the centre (income generating + for intern, friends)

¢ LACK OF ENOUGH STAFF

HOW CAN WE HELP?
= $576 (500 EUR) SALARY ONE PERSON
= $6 SEUR) MEDICAL CARE FOR ONE YEAR
= $576 (500 EUR) COUNSELING for 3 months
= $24 (20 EUR) SCHOOL MATERIAL PER TRIMESTER

= $230 200 EUR)  SUPPORT A MOTHER TO START HER OWN BUSINESS (TAILORING)
= $576 (500 EUR)  BUY A COW FOR A WIDOW
= $35(30 EUR) SPONSORSHIP PER MONTH FOR A POOR CHILD OR A WIDOW.



