They shall not die in grief

Dear all beloved friends of Iriba Shalom USA
Dear friends of

Good afternoon,

| am coming to you to report about
death of our beloved elderly widow
Immaculée Mukarurangwa.
Immaculée was born in 1952. She
belonged to the community of
Mukoma and lived close to the Iriba
Shalom Rwanda center. Her
husband with her son were killed
during the genocide against the
Tutsi. She suffered a lot from trauma
and from other negative effects of
the genocide. She survived with her
daughter. Her daughter married and
got 7 children. Her son in law, her
daughter with her grandchildren
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were a great comfort for her. (Photo was taken at the 100 years anniversary the elderly widow Agnes. See
Immaculee 4" from left in dark green scarf)

Unfortunately, she got sick from cancer and suffered many years. |, Denise, was able to visit her after
her first operation in Kigali and even when she returned to Mukoma. Her son in law got sick and died.
She stopped taking her medication because she was retraumatised after losing him. When the Senior
Residence was ready to welcome the elderly widows, she had a e T
strong wish to come into the senior residence not because she was
too old but because she was sick, lived alone at home without
hope and suffered from trauma.

In the Senior Residence, the social worker cared for her in a holistic
way and regularly. She started to take again her medication and
could attend the health centre at Mukoma and the Bushenge
Hospital as often as possible even though the transportation was
difficult but she managed to do well her tasks. Many times,
Immaculée fell into a crisis and sometimes they thought that her

end was coming. But she finished her journey in an unexpected ?/ré‘
way. 65

(Photo right, home visit of the social worker at this elderly widow, while the conception of the Senior Residence
building project was in preparation)



Thursday on the 19" March, she was able to participate
in the daily activities like to peel potatoes. (Immaculee
holding a walking stick peeling cooking banana, some
weeks before death) Nothing was unusual at that day.
During the night of Thursday, she had high fever.

The morning of Friday, the 20" March, she was taken to
the health centre. The health centre transported her to
the Bushenge Hospital. At Bushenge Hospital, the
doctor identified that nothing could be more done to
save her life. On Sunday, the 21%* March, she passed
away and met her Saviour Jesus Christus.

One of the purposes that Iriba Shalom International
e.V. had decided to build that Senior Residence at
Mukoma, was to care for those traumatised elderly
widows in a holistic way. Many of those widows have

become older and suffered from the long negative of the genocide. It was not easy for the social
worker to care for them properly while they were living in different places. It was as well difficult to

reach some of them because the hard accessibility of the road. to care for them and to reach each

one easily.

One of our wishes was that those elderly widows might get back their dignity, feel loved and live in
love again, have inner peace with themselves and with their neighbours. And that the end they shall
not die in grief. The President of Iriba Shalom Rwanda, Pastor Charles used to say that, if those elderly
widows would die in the critical conditions in WhICh they were llvmg, they could die in bltterness and

miss the eternal life.

According to the report of the social worker:
Immaculée was very thankful that she had got

that special time to live in the Senior Residence

of Iriba Shalom Rwanda. Many elderly widows
were dreaming to not die at home butin the

senior Residence of Iriba Shalom Rwanda. For

them Iriba Shalom is an alternative family, is to
be at home and a healing place of theirinner
wounds. They live in fellowship by praying,

‘ ™ working, singing
and blessing

celebrate the life of

together. It was till now a small community of 16 old widows. Immaculée
was very thankful for the support she has received from the donors and the
friends of Iriba Shalom Rwanda.

B Thursday on the 26" March was the day of the burial and the day to

Immaculée.

The leaders of Nyamasheke District ( Photo, Vice Mayor in charge of social
affairs) accompanied by the leaders of the security services in this district
Nyamasheke District has expressed the great thankfulness for the work



Iriba Shalom Rwanda and especially for the existence of the Senior Residence at Mukoma. They were
very thankful for the donors.

Lt. Co. Vincent Nsabimana, a survivor of Mukoma and former board members of Iriba Shalom Rwanda
travelled with other in team from Kigali to Mukoma to participate in the burial. He said that those
widows could not live long without the involvement of Iriba Shalom Rwanda. He was very thankful for
the involvement of each one in Rwanda and on an international level.

The Vice Mayor of Nyamasheke District has expressed as well a deep gratefulness for the work of Iriba
Shalom Rwanda and the international friends. She comforted the elderly widows by visiting them and
promised to be close to this work of Iriba Shalom Rwanda as counsellor.

The president of Iriba Shalom
Rwanda, pastor Charles
Karekezi, has travelled from
Kigali to Mukoma to attend
the burial and to comfort the
whole community members
of Iriba Shalom Rwanda
especially the elderly widows
who live with Immaculée in

the Senior Residence.

(Photo, the Pastor Karekezi Charles, the President of Iriba Shalom Rwanda, some elderly widows, staff and
leaders of the communities)

He was able to express the condolences of the friends and the donors which were sent on behalf of
Iriba Shalom International e.V, Iriba Shalom UK and Iriba Shalom USA, Bruderhof communities and all
friends.

Thankfulness

Even though Immaculee has left us earlier to meet her Saviour,
we are very thankful for the positive improvements, which
occurred in her life since she got to live in the Senior Residence,
and as well in the life of all elderly widows who are living in the
Senior Residence of Mukoma. They have no more bitterness
but they live in forgiveness and in peace with their neighbours.
All have committed their life to Jesus Christ who loves and
comforts them. At the right time they will end their life in love
and dignity and reach the eternal life.

We keep praying for all our sick people among all of us so that
the mighty hand God heals each one, gives new hope and
strength each one.

Be all comforted with that message of the prophet Isaiah 26:19

“But your dead will live, LORD;
their bodies will rise—



let those who dwell in the dust
wake up and shout for joy—

your dew is like the dew of the morning;
the earth will give birth to her dead.”

Challenges and prayer request

The main road is still a big challenge because it is still under construction. Yesterday there was a
heavy rain. Cars and motorbikes were not able to travel. All movements had to be done by foot. Today
the sun is shining, the road was a bit dried. Cars, motorbikes, bicycles could move. Praise God!

The running costs of the Senior Residence are still a big need. Your involvement has been appreciated
and you will be rewarded by God. Even the death of Immaculée is a great blessing because we had
done together our best to help her to a good end.

The elderly widow in the Senior Residence, Agnes, had reached her 100 last year. During this year,
Consoletia, has reached as well 100 years. We are very grateful for this special grace which God has
given our beloved elderly widows of Iriba Shalom Rwanda.

May God bless you so much, your support has not been in vain. We are grateful for the commitment
you have taken to start Iriba Shalom USA. The funds, the prayer, your comfort and all support behind
the work of Iriba Shalom Rwanda since you have started has a special positive impact in the work of
Iriba Shalom Rwanda and Shalom Ministries.

We are very thankful for each one who has on the heart the work of Iriba Shalom USA.. Many thanks to
you as leaders for your commitment. In April, we mark the 32nd anniversary of the genocide against
the Tutsis. | will travel to Rwanda from 6% April to 21th April. Your prayer is needed. Iriba Shalom
Rwanda is celebrating this year 25 years since the start of the gathering of widows at the hill of
Mukoma. On the 22" August, Iriba Shalom Rwanda will celebrate. You are welcomed to participate to
that special event. We are very thankful for the work of Healing, forgiveness and Reconciliation which
is being done Rwanda. That is why we stand together in prayer for the countries in war regions, so that
peace may return there and people may receive healing from the trauma, forgive each other and
reconcile.

Have a blessed preparation of Easter.
May God bless you
On behalf of Iriba Shalom International e.V

Denise



